Motor Vehicle Accident

Whiplash and Traumatic Brain Injuries

Because of Paul Gertz’s 30-year-career in personal injury law, he has vast and varied experience with all types of injuries which may be caused by automobile and truck accidents, such as injuries ranging from sore muscles, broken bones, ruptured discs to traumatic brain injury and even post traumatic stress disorder.


One common type of case handled by our law office involves rear-end collision accidents causing whiplash to the neck. Modern seatbelts and airbags protect occupants against the most serious injuries, but seatbelts do nothing to protect against whiplash injuries. In fact, a seatbelt may actually make the neck injury worse. 


We have vast experience in dealing with rear-end accidents which can be caused from a low speed crash. Insurance companies are especially reluctant to pay money for injuries sustained in low impact rear-end collisions. We aggressively fight for fair compensation for our clients with legitimate injuries in low-impact collisions. 

Whiplash injuries and disc injuries will often occur in even low-impact cases because while the person’s body will remain relatively motionless because of the seatbelt, the head is propelled back and forth in a violent fashion. This extremely rapid movement of the head can cause injuries to the neck muscles and discs in the neck, which are very painful and disabling. 


Some of the types of injuries which can occur in whiplash injuries are:

· Injuries to the head and neck

· Brain injuries

· Spinal and Clavicle fractures

· Herniations or rupture of the spinal disks

· Soft tissue injuries

· Back Injuries

· Internal injuries – sometimes caused by lap belts

· Bruises

· Abrasions (scrapes) – sometimes from the shoulder restraint

· Jaw Injuries and TMJ
· Chest Injuries
Common symptoms for the above injuries include:

· Pain to the neck and back

· Headache

· Blurred Vision

· Dizziness

· Loss of taste, smell, or hearing

· Numbness or tingling 

· Difficulty breathing

· Fatigue

· Blood in urine or stool

· Swelling

· Loss of motion to the area/stiffness/tightness

· Visualized bruising

· Shoulder and arm pain

· Jaw pain


Neck injuries often require many months of medications, physical therapy and can even require surgery. Sometimes this extreme head movement caused by whiplash can even damage the brain in a condition known as mild traumatic brain injury (TBI). According to statistics from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) of Health and Human Services of the federal government, each year 1.4 million people suffer some degree of traumatic brain injury. The leading causes of TBI are falls (28%), motor vehicle and traffic crashes (20%), being struck on the head (19%) and assaults (11%).

The federal government’s studies show that TBI can be caused by the rapid acceleration-deceleration which occurs in a whiplash-type accident. Signs and symptoms of TBI can be subtle, but include mental functioning problems, memory loss, balance problems, sensitivity to light or sound, headaches, nausea and other symptoms. 

Injuries to the brain can be devastating. The Law Offices of Paul Gertz have the experience you need in handling TBI cases. Paul Gertz will make sure the TBI victim is fully evaluated and will work hard to get the compensation the TBI victim deserves. 

